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of their welfare-to-work funds, as you heard
from Governor Carnahan already, to get fa-
thers to sign personal responsibility con-
tracts, to do the right thing by their children.
And now this extra $150 million will help to
ensure that every State can have this kind
of effort, and that every community that has
any substantial number of people who would
fall under this category can do the kinds of
things we’ve heard about in this Minnesota
program.

But we have more to do. With the longest
peacetime expansion in history, with a con-
tinually growing economy, businesses have to
reach wider to get new talent. They have to
bring more welfare recipients into the work-
place if we’re going to continue to grow.

So we have to see this as an opportunity
to make permanent gains in dealing with the
welfare challenge. And therefore, I think we
have to do more to help those recipients who
are still on the rolls. And as I said, they’re
often the greatest challenges to getting peo-
ple into the work force.

Example number one—that’s why Sec-
retary Slater is here today—two-thirds of the
new jobs in America are in the suburbs;
three-quarters of the welfare recipients are
in the cities or in isolated rural areas. So
you’ve got the jobs in the middle, and the
welfare recipients in the cities or in the rural
areas.

Our balanced budget will double funding
to get workers to the workplace—for trans-
portation support. It also has a 50-percent
increase in housing vouchers, to help families
find affordable homes closer to the jobs and
avoid difficult and, sometimes, actually im-
possible commutes.

Now, these are the kinds of things that I
think we ought to be doing. We don’t have
any excuse not to do it. We have the example
of Fleet. We have the example of Missouri
and Governor Carnahan. We have the exam-
ple of Carlos Rosas. We have the example
of these fine women who stood up when they
were introduced as employees of Fleet. And
we now know that it is not only the right
thing to do for our country; it is the right
thing to do for our companies.

So I hope that we will have enormous bi-
partisan support for this new advance in the
welfare budget. And I hope all of you will

do everything you can to spread the word
across the country that it is good for America
to do this, and it will work because most peo-
ple are good people and they want to do the
right thing.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in the
Presidential Hall (formerly Room 450) of the Old
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Robert J. Higgins, president and chief
operating officer, Fleet Financial Group; Gov-
ernor Mel Carnahan of Missouri and his wife,
Jean; Carlos Rosas, former welfare recipient who
introduced the President; and Eli Segal, president
and chief executive officer, Welfare to Work Part-
nership.

Statement on BP Amoco’s Efforts To
Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions
January 25, 1999

I commend BP Amoco and its chief execu-
tive, John Browne, for once again dem-
onstrating the kind of corporate leadership
needed to meet two of our most pressing en-
vironmental challenges—air pollution and
global warming.

Last fall British Petroleum set a new stand-
ard in corporate responsibility by voluntarily
pledging to reduce dramatically its emissions
of greenhouse gases. Today BP Amoco ex-
tended this pledge to cover Amoco’s produc-
tion facilities as well. These commitments
demonstrate that leading corporations can
serve their investors and their customers,
even as they join us in the fight against global
warming.

Also today, BP Amoco announced plans
to market cleaner fuels in 40 cities around
the world to help improve local air quality.
By using the latest technology to custom tai-
lor fuels to address the unique pollution con-
cerns of these cities, the company will help
produce cleaner, healthier air for millions of
people worldwide. And it is helping to build
the kind of partnership between the fuel and
automotive industries that will be needed to
deliver clean, efficient transportation for the
21st century.

With today’s announcements, BP Amoco
offers further proof that a strong economy
and a healthy environment go hand in hand.
Working together, we can ensure that future

VerDate 12-JAN-99 07:42 Feb 03, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P04JA4.026 INET03 PsN: INET03



123Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Jan. 25

generations breathe cleaner air, and we can
protect them from the grave risks of global
warming.

Remarks at the Fifth Millennium
Evening at the White House
January 25, 1999

The President. Thank you very much. I
would like to take about the last four sen-
tences of Professor Marty’s talk and embla-
zon it in the consciousness of every human
being on the face of the Earth.

This is a wonderful night. I’d like to begin
by thanking the First Lady for leading our
Millennium Project and by bringing these
two remarkable people here. I’m terribly im-
pressed with both of them. They took about
40 minutes, by my count, and did the last
1,000 years and the entire future. [Laughter]
Took me an hour and 17 minutes the other
night to talk about one year. [Laughter]

I also want to express my gratitude to both
of you for not making fun of those of us who
insist on ignoring the Gregorian calendar and
proclaiming the millennium next New Year’s
Eve at midnight. [Laughter]

I thought Professor Davis did a great serv-
ice to all of us who are less well-read in what
happened 1,000 years ago by debunking
some of the popular myths. Clearly, not ev-
eryone was giving away all their possessions
or cowering in churches waiting for the world
to end. Maybe what was said tonight will dis-
courage some of our fellow citizens who
seem determined to buy desert land and
hoard gold, bullets, and Skoal in their pickup
trucks. [Laughter] I don’t know. You laugh,
this is a major source of conversation every
morning in the White House, here. [Laugh-
ter]

I also thank her for reminding us about
the bold voyages of discovery, the important
advances in human knowledge. I thank her
for reminding us that people were, and I
quote what she said, ‘‘enmeshed in reading
texts together.’’ Who would have thought
about book clubs 1,000 years ago.

I thank her for telling us about the medie-
val Peace of God movement, which has a mil-
lennial connection to us in what has been
going on in Northern Ireland, the Balkans,

the Middle East, Africa. I thank her, too, for
reminding us that ordinary people, even a
long time ago, can make a difference to a
good end.

I thank Professor Marty for his fundamen-
tal insights, for reminding us to be both
hopeful and humble. He asked all these
questions. I enjoyed Professor Hawking
being here and trying to deal with all these
questions of time: how we measure time; why
do we care so much about the millennium,
or a century, or a year, or our birthdays and
anniversaries, for that matter? We have to
have some way of organizing our thoughts
and our plans against the mysteries of time
and timelessness. We have to find some way
of explaining our poor efforts to fulfill our
own destinies and to live out our small piece
of God’s design.

Most of us, sooner or later, come to the
conclusion that life really is a journey, not
a destination, until the end. But we all still
need a few benchmarks along the way to get
there.

I thank them both for ending on a note
of hope and for recognizing that you cannot
have hope without faith—for believers, faith
in God—and in the end you cannot practice
hope without charity or love.

One of the dilemmas I constantly confront
as President is the necessity of believing in
the idea of progress, with the certainty of
man’s and woman’s constant demonstration
of making the same old mistakes over and
over again, millennium after millennium, in
new and different guises and the certainty
that perfection cannot be achieved in this
life.

I think there is a way to reconcile the idea
of progress with the frailty of humanity. I
think that you can make a case that, on bal-
ance, the world is a better place today than
it was a thousand years ago for people who
have had a chance to drink fully of life’s pos-
sibilities. I think you can make a case that
we are obliged, all of us as human beings,
to try to extend that opportunity to more and
more of our fellow citizens on this small plan-
et. And Mr. Goldin’s successors in interest
will be taking us into outer space to see if
we can find some others, somewhere else,
to worry about 1,000 years from now.
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